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About the U.S. Geological Survey 

How do we make smart decisions about 
a changing world? 

The USGS is focused on some of the most significant issues society faces–– in which natural 
science can make a substantial contribution to the well-being of the Nation and the world.  

Start 
with Science 

The USGS serves the Nation by providing reliable 
scientific information to describe and understand the 
Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural 
disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral 
resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. 



Facing Tomorrow’s Challenges –  
USGS Science in the Decade 2007- 2017 

 
Understanding Ecosystems and Predicting Ecosystem Change 
 
Climate Variability and Change 
 
Energy and Minerals for  
America’s Future 
 

A National Hazards, Risk, and  
Resilience Assessment Program  
 

The Role of Environment and  
Wildlife in Human Health 
  
A Water Census of the United States 

The USGS Science Strategy 
http://www.usgs.gov/start_with_science/ 
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U.S. Open Government: Evolution 

      Executive Memo       |   Freedom of Information    |     OpenGov Directive     |    Digital Strategy  |   Open Data Directive | 

Open Government Evolutionary Actions 2009 - Present 



U.S. Open Government:  Executive Direction & Policy 

• Create a policy framework for Open 

Government 

• Publish government information online 

• Improve the quality of information 

• Education and culture alignment 

Transparency 

Transparency 
promotes 

accountability by 
providing the 

public with 
information 

about what the 
Government is 

doing 

Participation allows 
members of the public to 

contribute ideas and 
expertise so that their 
government can make 

policies with the benefit 
of information that is 
widely dispersed in 

society. 

Collaboration improves 
the effectiveness of 

Government by 
encouraging partnerships 
and cooperation within 

the Federal Government, 
across levels of 

government, & between 
the Government and 
private institutions 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=VmCcnkS7LgehQM&tbnid=6MotSJ4X0XmL7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://radar.oreilly.com/2011/12/data-gov-open-source.html&ei=F9DzU5jgBcLhsATh_YLYAg&psig=AFQjCNFcu8aIoPRtT0yiQ1slZ095XLstDg&ust=1408573749537827


U.S. Open Government: Digital Strategy  

• Information-Centric 

• Shared Platform 

• Customer-Centric 

• Security and Privacy 



U.S. Open Government 

Best Practices and Lessons Learned 



U.S. Open Government:  Global Partnership & Collaboration 

“This is the kind of 
partnership that we need …. 
Open government can help 

make countries more 
prosperous and more just.”  



U.S. Open Government:  Global Partnership & Collaboration 



Open Government: Citizen Participation 

Create a Petition 
100,000 Signatures  



U.S. Open Government: Public Engagement  

 

Pro-Active 
Release of 

Information 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
Citizen right to access government information 



U.S. Open Government:  Transparency & Citizen Participation 

Citizens participate in the 
development of rules and 

regulations 



Transparency : Government Spending 

Where the $ 
are spent? 

Where the $ 
are spent? 

Who is 
receiving the $ 



U.S. Open Government: Transparency 

Transparency 



U.S. Open Government: Budget Transparency 



U.S. Open Government: Transparency 
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Open Government:  Partnership & Collaboration 

1st Place Winner 



. 

U.S. Open Government:  USGS Strategy 

• We have to have a Framework 
for Open Government! 

• Requires a Cultural Change 

• Will Require Collaboration  

• Need to Engage the Community 
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U.S. Government : USGS Strategy 

Developed & Provided Guidance 
 Policy, Standards, Procedures 

Data Lifecycle  

Established a 
Community of Practice 

. 
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U.S. Government:  USGS Strategy 

Initial and Ongoing 
 Governance Awareness 

Developed  Resources 
 Education & Training Developed, Implementing, Refining  

Tools & Services 

. 
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U.S. Government: USGS Council for Data Integration 

Incentives to Participate 



U.S. Open Government:  USGS Data Sharing 

Scientist Credited for 
Work 

Data, maps, imagery, 
models …. 
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U.S. Open Government: Participation & Collaboration 



U.S. Open Government:  Participation & Collaboration 



U.S. Open Government: USGS Open Data 

 
. 

Annual Economic Benefit 
 
USA                 $1.70 B 
International  $400 M 
 
Global Total     $2.1 B 

Before Open Government:  

53 scenes/day  
 

After Open-Data Policy:   

5,700 scenes/day 



         2015 Member Map 

Number of Members(2015) 

Africa 25 

Americas 15 

Asia/Oceania 17 

C.I.S. 7 

Europe 34 

Total 98 

190 Million Global Assets 

U.S. Open Government: Global Partnership & Collaboration 



U.S. Open Government: Global Partnership 

• Operational since September 2013  

• 36 institutions, 22 countries + 7 international organizations 

• Global map for the 4 AMIS crops (Maize, Wheat, Soybean, Rice) 

August 2014 Crop Conditions 

Rice 
28 August 14 

GEOGLAM Crop Monitor for AMIS 
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Questions? 


