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Ab stract. “Dun geon mar ble” has been the least known stonemasonry raw ma te rial so far, and has only oc ca sion ally ap -
peared as a sculp tural ma te rial through out the Early-Mod ern his tory of the min ing and stonemasonry cen tre in Dêbnik. De -
spite its beau ti ful colours and di verse struc ture, it did not gain the rec og ni tion it de served from lo cal work shops and the wider
cli en tele. One of the rea sons was ini tially dif fi cult ac cess to the de posit made avail able for un der ground ex ploi ta tion and,
above all, un sat is fac tory tech ni cal prop er ties. The ma jor ity of works car ried out with his very mod est quan ti ta tive share took
place in the 1620s and 1740s, ex clu sively for the pro duc tion of floor tiles. They were or dered for only a few of the most im por -
tant tem ples in Kraków, with Wawel-Hill Ca the dral and St. Mary’s Ba sil ica at the fore front, and in sev eral oth ers churches in
cen tral Lesser Po land. This cat a logue is cer tainly far from com plete. How ever, care ful ob ser va tion of the his toric stone floors 
pre served there re veals the pres ence of Bia³a Góra lime stone form Dêbnik or “mar ble of blessed Salomea” from Grodzisko
near Ska³a. These two spe cies of Ju ras sic lime stone re placed the pre vi ously mined brit tle and splint ered ”dun geon mar ble"
in the stone work of Dêbnik-Kraków in the 4th quar ter of the 17th, and in the 18th and 19th cen tu ries. To day, the some what
for got ten Dêbnik “dun geon mar ble” is rather a geo log i cal cu ri os ity, but the his tory of its ex ca va tion and ar tis tic use de serves
sci en tific re minder. With re gard to the ac tiv i ties of mon u ment pro tec tion ser vices and re pair work on his toric floors, it is also
worth men tion ing that this de posit is still avail able in the £om Karmelicki, aka Dêbnik I quarry site, in case of ur gent con ser va -
tion needs.
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INTRODUCTION

Dêbnik, a ham let of the vil lage Paczó³towice near the Car -
me lite mon as tery in Czerna and Krzeszowice, be came fa mous
in the his tory of stone work and sculpt ing crafts in the for mer Pol -
ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth as one of the most im por tant
places for ob tain ing and pro cess ing dec o ra tive rocks. The ac -
tiv i ties of lo cal stone work and sculpt ing work shops, which are
closely re lated to the build ers’ and stonemasons’ guild in
Kraków, were of fun da men tal im por tance in the 17th and 18th
cen tu ries for the de vel op ment of small ar chi tec ture and sculp -
ture not only in the cap i tal of Lesser Po land and the en tire re -
gion, but also in the re mot est re gions of the Pol ish Crown and
Grand Duchy of Lith u a nia. Works made of “black mar ble” and
al a bas ter made in both cen tres filled the in te ri ors and fur nish ing
el e ments, among oth ers in the ca the drals in Kraków, Gniezno
and Poznañ, Przemyœl, P³ock and W³oc³awek, Che³m¿a and
Frombork, in the res i dences and tem ples of War saw and
Mazovia, in Vilnius, Pažaislis and Jieznas in Lith u a nia, and in
Lviv and Zhovkva in Ukraine. The pop u lar ity of the stone work in
Dêbnik is best dem on strated by pres ti gious or ders in Lower and 

Up per Silesia – Wroc³aw, G³ogówek, Racibórz, Trzebnica or
Czarnow¹sy, in the Spiš Levoèa, Trenèín and Trnava in
Slovakia, or in the the ca the dral in Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia) in
Ro ma nia (Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatarkiwicz 1966; Marsza³ek
and Skowroñski, 2010; Sylwestrzak and Kachnic, 2010;
Marsza³ek, 2014; Wardzyñski, 2015a; Skrabski, 2016; Fig. 1).

His to ri ans of the econ omy, ma te rial cul ture and art have fo -
cused mainly on the “black mar ble” of Dêbnik, de vot ing lit tle
space to other spe cies of stones mined around this set tle ment
from the 17th to the 90s of the 20th cen tury (Weber, 1948;
Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatarkiewicz 1966; Kula, 1956; Pêcz kow -
ska, 1976; Wanat, 1979; Mi³obêdzki, 1980; Karpowicz, 1983;
Wanat, 1992; Niemcewicz, 2005; Skrabski, 2009; Graczyk and
Marszalska, 2014; Marsza³ek and Skowroñski, 2010; Mar -
sza³ek, 2014; Wardzyñski, 2015a; Wardzyñski, 2015b;
Skrabski, 2016). It was not un til 2005 that re search of
Paczó³towice “Ró¿anka mar ble” from Eliaszówka and
Rac³awka val leys de vel oped (Rajchel, 2005; Wardzyñski,
2012, 2015a, b; Wardzyñski et al., 2013), and only a few short
notes have been whit ish Ju ras sic lime stone from Bia³a Góra
and the most mys te ri ous of the Dêbnica ma te ri als – multi col -
oured, and thus ex tremely dec o ra tive “dun geon mar ble”
(wapieñ lochowy or marmur lochowy in Pol ish) from Dêbnik
him self (Gradziñski, 1972, Kamieñski, 1975; To³kanowicz,
2002; Rajchel, 2005; Wardzyñski, 2015a).* Cor re spond ing au thor: e-mail: m.wardzynski@uw.edu.pl



SOURCE BASE

In ar chi val sources and his tor i cal ac counts, the first in for -
ma tion about the ex is tence near Tenczyn and Siedlec (iden ti cal 
with the Discalced Carmelite mon as tery founded in neigh bour -
ing Czerna) of white mar ble (next to the best known black and
red) dates back to 1632 (Starowolski, 1632–1976). The re cord
in the chron i cle of the ‘desertum’ her mit age of Czerna dates
from 1643, say ing: “on this Paczó³towice land there is a moun -
tain from which black and white mar ble break and pass”1. Je suit 
Ga briel Rz¹czyñski, pi o neer of na tive nat u ral sci ence, in his fa -
mous ‘Historia Naturalis Cu ri osa Regnia Poloniae Magni
Ducatus Litvaniae ...’ men tioned among the va ri et ies of rocks
ob tained in the Dêbnik quar ries, mar bles dec o rated in the tex -
ture with a dense net work of shin ing veins and bright – whit ish
(Rz¹czyñski, 1721). Geographica Dic tio nary of the King dom of

Po land mentiones that there were even ten dif fer ent spe cies of
mar ble ex tracted here (Gustawicz, 1881). This trail was fol -
lowed by sub se quent re search ers of the re gion’s geo log i cal and 
geo log i cal his tory as well as historiographers in the 19th cen tury 
(Lissowski, 1845; Grabowski, 1852; Louis, 1874; Sippel, 1898;
Zarêczny, 1894).

PETROGRAPHY AND TECHNICAL PROPERTIES

The term “dun geon mar ble” is usu ally used for many-col -
oured (whit ish, yel low, or ange, red, pink, green and other)
Dêbnik lime stones changed in col our by ther mal and hy dro ther -
mal ef fects. Known out crops of these lime stones are lo cated in
the lower part of the De vo nian black Dêbnik lime stone com plex
in the area of Dêbnik at N from Krzeszowice near Kraków.
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Fig. 1. Map of the for mer Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth in the 17th-18th cen tu ries with in ven to ried sites of lo cal isa tion of
ob jects of sculp ture and small-scale ar chi tec ture made of ‘black mar ble’ from Dêbnik near Kraków dur ing 17th and the first

third of the 18th cen tury. Pre pared by MW (2014–2024)

1 Kraków-Pr¹dnik Bia³y, Archive of the Kraków Province of the Order of Discalced Carmelites [further: AKKKr], sign. AKC 62, Inventarz
majêtnoœci y wszitkich prowentów do klasztoru Puscze œwiêtego Naszego Oyca Eliasza nale¿¹cych. Przytym opisane powinnoœci poddanych y 
wszitkie okolicznoœci i postanowienia któregokolwiek siê roku którego dzia³y y na potym dziaæ siê bêd¹ miêdzy nimi, spisany za rozkazaniem
Wielebnego Ojca Naszego Oyca Ignacego od œw. Jana ewangelisty, przeora tego¿ klasztoru w Roku Pañ[skiego]. 1643, p. 6.



From a geo log i cal point of view, “dun geon mar ble” was ex -
ploited within the Variscan tec tonic struc ture, com monly known
as the Dêbnik anticline. This struc ture was fi nally shaped un der
the in flu ence of the por phyry in tru sion type of a laccolith of the
Early Perm ian age, ~3 km in di am e ter and a few hun dred
metres in thick ness at least (Bogacz, 1977; Bogacz 1980;
Muszyñski and Pieczka, 1994). These magma rocks con nect in 
the top with var i ous De vo nian units (£aptaœ, 1982). The old est
rocks are here a few tens of metres thick com plex of black,
marly dolomites of Mid dle De vo nian age (Eifel) strongly dis col -
oured and par tially recrystallized un der the in flu ence of the this
in tru sion. Above there is a 150 m com plex so-called dolomites
from Zbrza (Givetian). The next de posit in this part of the
Dêbnik anticline is a com plex of a thick ness ~40 m of black
Dêbnik lime stone of the Givetian and partly of the Frasnian age
(£aptaœ, 1982; Narkiewicz and Racki, 1984; Marsza³ek, 2014)
de vel oped as a set of micritic, of ten lam i nated lime stone, of ten
with Amphipora sp. and Stromatopora sp. fos sils and
stromatolite struc tures, ac com pa nied by mi nor cor als, gas tro -
pods, brachi o pods, pelecypods and cri noids (Narkiewicz and
Racki, 1984; Bednarczyk and Hoffmann, 1989; Bromowicz,
2001). Their char ac ter is tic dark-grey, al most black col our is as -
so ci ated mainly with dis persed, very fine-grained py rite but bi tu -
mi nous smell with hy dro gen sul phide re sult ing from the de com -
po si tion of this min eral. Ac cord ing to other views, it co mes from
a dis persed and al tered or ganic sub stance (Gradziñski, 1972;
Marsza³ek, 2014). Within this com plex, four lithologically dif fer -
ent sets of lay ers can be dis tin guished; the low est of which has
a thick ness of ~10 m (£aptaœ, 1982) and con tains, in the floor,
the “dun geon mar ble” men tioned above. The youn gest sed i -
men tary de pos its of the De vo nian pe riod are here a for ma tion of 
brown and black lime stones and dolomites ~350 m thick of the
Up per Frasnian and Famennian age (£aptaœ, 1982; Narkiewicz
and Racki, 1984). The “dun geon mar ble” is vis i ble in the SE part 
of the Carmelite quarry (the £om Karmelicki, aka Dêbnik I
quarry).

It is likely that the lime stones, lower still in the strati graphic
pro file and ex ploited in the vi cin ity of this quarry us ing the
quick-fill method, had a sim i lar type and broad spec trum of
stained colours: yel low, or ange, red, brown and green with a se -
ries of cha ot i cally ar ranged min eral veins usu ally white or pink
cal cite, as ev i denced by the pre served el e ments of ar chi tec ture
made of this rock. Prob a bly the lime stones ly ing be low in the
strati graphic pro file and ex ploited in the area of this quarry by
shafts method, had a sim i lar type of colours with a se ries of cha -
ot i cally ar ranged min eral veins usu ally white or pink cal cite. The 
pre served el e ments of ar chi tec ture made of this rock are ev i -
dence of this. An other, small ex po si tion of sim i larly shaped var -
ie gated lime stones, lo cated in a strati graphic po si tion on the
bor der of the Dolomites of Zbrza with black lime stone of Dêbnik, 
was de scribed in £ysa Góra hill above Siedlec. Ac cord ing to
Rutkowski (1928), these rocks prob a bly cor re sponded to “dun -
geon mar ble” from Dêbnik.

The “dun geon mar bles” (wapienie lochowe) oc cur ring within 
the old Carmelite quarry in Dêbnik, have been seen un til re -
cently as a com plex of 4 m in thick ness along a length of ~15 m,
sep a rated by a thin clay shale laminae from the over lay ing black 
Dêbnik lime stones. There were lay ers of thick ness from a few to 
~80 cm. Thicker banks were very strongly dis col oured and usu -
ally had a white or grey, yel low ish, of ten mot tled, thin ner lay ers
– green ish or pink ish, usu ally with a banded pat tern of colours
rel a tive to the bed ding.

This lime stone de serves to some ex tent the name of a mar -
ble from a petrographic point of view, be cause it has recrys -
tallized, which was par tic u larly ev i dent in its whit est vari ants. In
the min eral com po si tion of these lime stone more than a dozen

per cent of the Mg(OH)2 brucite min eral was de tected, which ex -
plains the high mag ne sium con tent in these rocks (Buczek,
1965). In ad di tion, there are min er als from the ser pen tine
group, prob a bly re spon si ble for the green ish dis col or ation of
these rocks (Kubisz and Buczek-Pó³ka, 1972). They also have
an ir reg u lar silification, mainly in thin ner lay ers also pres ent in
the form of thin laminae of sil ica. In this lime stone ir reg u larly dis -
trib uted cal cite veins are also pres ent, less of ten white and pink
ge odes of this min eral. Some parts of these rocks are also dis -
tin guished by semi-trans par ency. The re sult of these pro cesses 
is prob a bly the higher hard ness of the “dun geon mar ble” lime -
stone and ex cep tion ally high rough ness in re la tion to the black
Dêbnik “mar ble”.

The rocks of the above-men tioned por phyry in tru sion, with
a min eral and chem i cal com po si tion cor re spond ing to
rhyodacite (Harañczyk and Wala, 1989), un der went in tense
deuteric pro cesses. They con sisted in the mod i fi ca tion of min -
er als pres ent in it un der the in flu ence of hot gases and min er al -
ized so lu tions emit ted dur ing its cool ing. Ther mal in flu ence
zone of the in tru sion is es ti mated at ~30 m (£aptaœ, 1982),
whereas changes in the min eral com po si tion of the sur round ing 
rocks are vis i ble even at a dis tance of 300 m (Lewandowska
and Rospondek, 2000). The de scribed “dun geon mar ble” also
had to be in the zone of in flu ence of these fac tors (Muszyñski
and Pieczka, 1994). A sim i lar in flu ence was also ap plied to
rocks lo cated in the vi cin ity of a num ber of dif fer ent sizes of
apophysis, men tioned in tru sion pierc ing car bon ate rocks form -
ing the of Dêbnik ridge (Harañczyk and Wala, 1989; Koz³owki,
1955). Such a sit u a tion has been doc u mented for the De vo nian 
Dolomites from Zbrza and Lower Car bon if er ous lime stone, in -
clud ing in Dubie, Siedlec, in the Szklarka river val ley and on the
Zamczysko hill in the Zbrza stream val ley (Siedlecki, 1954;
Koz³owski, 1955; Lewandowska, 2000a, b; Lewandowska and
Rospondek, 2000; Lewandowska and Kmiecik, 2002; Fig. 2).

The spe cific name of this “mar ble” – dun geon or un der -
ground – is re lated to the ex trac tion of this lime stone on the low -
est ex ploi ta tion bed of the Dêbnik de posit by subsurface
method, in shafts, dun geons, tun nels and other un der ground
work ings (Buczek, 1965; To³kanowicz, 2002; Rajchel, 2005).
Un til the be gin ning of the 20th cen tury, on the site of the ex ist ing 
Dêbnik I de posit (also known as £om Karmelicki, Carmelite
Quarry), there were three dif fer ent quar ries, still in the 17th and
18th cen tu ries; the larg est – Góra Karmelicka (Carmelite
Mount / Quarry), be long ing di rectly to monks from Czerna,
opened on their ini tia tive in 1644, as the so-called Druga or
Nowa Góra (Sec ond, or New Quarry) and then leased to
Szymon Lepiasz vel Spatek (also called Witkowski), and
Czarna Góra and £om So³ecki (Black Mount, and Vil lage
Quarry) be long ing to the com mu nity of the then in hab it ants of
Dêbnik). They were con nected and deep ened by want ing to ex -
pand min ing (Wardzyñski, 2015a). 

The seam of the lay ers in this de posit on WNW made the
“dun geon mar ble” only re vealed in the SE part of this quarry, in
the con tact zone be tween ly ing be low the Zbrza dolomites and
those ly ing above (and com pletely in this place ex ca vated in the 
20th cen tury) Dêbnik lime stone (Buczek, 1965; Figs. 3–5).
These ex cep tional col our fea tures make “dun geon mar ble” the
most dec o ra tive stone work in the for mer Com mon wealth –
apart from both va ri et ies of vein cal cite and ac com pa ny ing
brec cia’s “Ró¿anka” from Paczó³towice and “Ró¿anka” from
Zelejowa Mount in Holy Cross Moun tains (Wrzosek and
Wróbel, 1961; Rubinowski, 1979; Wardzyñski, 2015a). Un for tu -
nately, the dec o ra tive qual i ties of “dun geon mar ble” did not go
hand in hand with its tech ni cal prop er ties, be cause it has a
small-sized and ir reg u lar block ings, the above-men tioned
greater hard ness and the abil ity to chip ping than black Dêbnik
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lime stone. While in “Ró¿anka” from Zelejowa or Paczó³towice it
was pos si ble in ci den tally, in the case of em ploy ing a very skilled 
stone mason or stat u ary sculp tor, forg ing a hu man statue or
cap i tal (Wardzyñski, 2012; Wardzyñski, 2015a), the dis cussed
lime stone was suit able only for the pro duc tion of straight-cut
and one-sided pol ished floor pan els or clad ding boards.

De spite the high com pe tence of lo cal crafts men, the qual ity
of the pre pared slabs was not al ways ad e quate, as ev i denced by
the re port from 1686 by the Swiss-Ital ian ar chi tect Pietro Puttini,
who me di ated by let ter on be half of the Camaldolese monks
from Pažaislis with the con trac tor from Dêbnik, the then ad min is -
tra tor of the cen tre, the Hun gar ian Micha³ Poman, ask ing him to
“(...) deign to see that the pieces of white floor ing are good, at
least as good as the last one sent to the great al tar, be cause you
can not hold an other one in your hand – it has fallen apart like pea 

soup and we can not lay it in any way, and its strength is such that
money was taken for noth ing” (Pagaczewski, 1898; Rolska-
 Boruch, 2008; Wardzyñski, 2014).

ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATION OF THE DÊBNIK
“DUNGEON MARBLE”

Al most all ap pli ca tions of this spe cific ma te rial are for floor -
ing and small mar que try el e ments in “black Dêbnik mar ble” wall
clad ding. De spite the high com pe tences of lo cal crafts men, the
qual ity of the pre pared slabs was not al ways ad e quate.

Tak ing into ac count the neg li gi ble per cent age of pre served
orig i nal stone floors from the 17th and 18th cen tu ries in for mer
Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth ter ri to ries, it can be as sumed 
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Fig. 2. Geo log i cal map of the dis cov ered Dêbnik anticline with the lo ca tion of his tor i cal and mod ern lime stones de pos its
(ac cord ing to: Rutkowski, 1928; Koz³owski, 1955; Bogacz, 1977; £aptaœ, 1982; Kurek and Preidl, 1992; P³onczyñski and

£opusiñski, 1992, changed, sim pli fied)

List of quar ries: 1 – Carmelite Mount (Carmelite Quarry aka Dêbnik I), 2 – Quarry ‘On the Rokiczañski Dó³’ aka Dêbnik II, 3 – New Quarry 
of Mr Tumidalski, 4 – Cekiera Quarry, 5 – Grey Mount (Carmelite Quarry II), 6 – Red Mount. Pre pared by JR (2019)



that they were tra di tion ally made of black and white (dun geon)
“mar ble” from Dêbnik in the opus alexandrinum ar range ment
(i.e. in di a monds), with oc tag o nal plates and small square key -
stone plates or the so-called per spec tive (geo met ric, with the il -
lu sion of depth of stacked cubes, cre ated three-col oured rhom -
bus-shaped tiles, called “pointed” in sources from the 17th and
18th cen tu ries) floors dom i nated in the cer e mo nial in te ri ors of
res i dences, churches and cha pels in Kraków and Lesser Po -
land (Rajchel, 2004; Wardzyñski, 2015a). In Mazovia, Kuyavia
and Greater Po land, prod ucts from Dêbnik-Kraków com peted
dur ing this pe riod with im ported lime stone from the Bal tic is -
lands of Gotland and Öland as well as from the Neth er lands and 

It aly, and man u fac tured from pre fab ri cated el e ments mainly in
Gdañsk, Elbl¹g and Królewiec (Walendowski, 2000; Król et al.,
2004; Wardzyñski, 2015a).

Floors from Royal Prus sia “ex lapidibus suecis” or “ex
marmoribus transmarinibus” were shipped up the Vistula by
raft, which sig nif i cantly re duced their fi nal price and con trib uted
to their sig nif i cant pop u lar iza tion in many places along the wa -
ter courses be long ing to the Vistula, Neman and Daugava
(Dvina) bas ins (Walendowski, 1997; Walendowski, 2000;
Wardzyñski, 2015a). It was only in the sec ond quar ter of the
17th cen tury that floor slabs made of marmo bi anco ordinario
from Ital ian Car ra ra, usu ally con trast ing with one of the black
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Fig. 3. Dêbnik, quarry ‘£om Karmelicki’ aka Dêbnik I; SE part of the de posit with a vis i ble layer
of “dun geon mar ble”. Photo by MW

Fig. 4. Dêbnik, con tem po rary quarry Dêbnik II; a block of “dun geon mar ble” trans ported from the 
‘£om Karmelicki’ aka Dêbnik I his toric quarry, di men sions: c. 110 x 175 x 90 cm. Photo by MW



Mosan homogenic lime stones, be gan to reach the main cen -
ters of the Crown and Vilnius via the same route from Gdañsk,
Elbl¹g and Królewiec. Their first ex am ples were in ven to ried
about ten years ago among mar ble and stone rel ics from Villa
Regia (Kazimierzowski’s Pal ace) in War saw, 1637 (Wardzyñski 
et al., 2013; Kowalski et al., 2013), ex ca vated from the bot tom
of the Vistula, and in the ca the dral ba sil ica in Gniezno,
1652–1653 (Wardzyñski, 2015a). The Discalced Carmelites
from Czerna also used the same trans port route, reg u larly us -
ing the help of the Camaldolese Fa thers from the her mit age
called Srebrna Góra Bielañska – Sil ver Mount – near Kraków.
The Vistula pile be long ing to them – an ar ti fi cial cargo har bour
on the Vistula – was, next to Stradom and Kazimierz in Kraków,
the main ship ping port for Dêbnik prod ucts through out the
coun try. Trans ports re cently traced in de tail in the years
1667–1709 from Dêbnik via War saw, Gdañsk and Królewiec to
the dis tant Pažaislis near Kaunas in terms of the or ga ni za tion of 
the route and the raft ing it self (Wardzyñski, 2014) can be used
pars pro toto for the re con struc tion of sim i lar un der tak ings in the 
ter ri tory of the Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth (Fig. 6).

A cru cial is sue that re quires dis cus sion is the role of light
“dun geon mar ble” in the lo cal range of ma te ri als used in Dêbnik 
and Kraków at that time. “Black mar ble”, mined from the early
17th cen tury, was used in the wid est range of needs, from the
cre ation of ar chi tec tural el e ments and de tails for fa¸ades and
in te ri ors to com plete stonemasonry and sculp ture dec o ra tions,
with wall cov er ings, al tars and tomb stones (or ep i taphs) in the
cha pels of the Lipski bish ops, Jakub Zadzik and St. Mary’s in
the Kraków ca the dral and for the Denhoff mag nate fam ily at the
Pau line pil grim age ba sil ica at Jasna Góra in Czêstochowa. Due 
to its high fra gil ity, Dêbnik “black mar ble” was not used ei ther in
stat u ary sculp ture or in full-plas tic, compositionally com plex or -
na men tal el e ments, and apart from Bartholomeo Stoppano and 
Mar tin Chris tian Pe ter son, it is dif fi cult to in di cate any 17th-cen -
tury sculp tors with qual i fi ca tions that would al low them to freely

pro cess this ma te rial (Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatarkiewicz, 1966;
Ro¿ek, 1980; Targosz, 1991; Mar sza³ek and Skowroñski, 2010; 
Wardzyñski, 2012). From the 1620s, pol ished in serts from pat -
terned “Ró¿anka” brec cia from Paczó³towice be gan to fill the
fields in the plinths and enta blatures of al tar struc tures, tomb -
stones and por tals, and it was not un til the 4th quar ter of the
17th cen tury that the first more com pli cated de tails ap peared in
the works of the then ad min is tra tors of the cen tre: the Hun gar -
ian Micha³ Poman (d. 1708) and the Poles: Stefan Bystrzycki
(1686-89) and Jakub (d. 1715) and Stanis³aw (d. 1721)
Bielawskis: bases and Ionic, Co rin thian and com pos ite cap i tals. 
The unique set of stat ues forged from this ex tremely dif fi cult
ma te rial in the tomb stone of the Bishop of Poznañ Andrzej
Opaliñski (d. 1623), built in 1685 in the par ish church in Radlin
near Jarocin, can also be as so ci ated with the first of the
Bielawskis (Wardzyñski, 2015b).

The most se ri ous prob lem of the Kraków com mu nity and
the Dêbnik cen tre was the lack of ap pro pri ate bright ma te ri als in 
the re gion for carv ing figural sculp ture: mar ble, lime stone or al a -
bas ter. Too lit tle blockiness and brit tle ness dis qual i fied “dun -
geon mar ble” in this cat e gory, so ap pro pri ate raw ma te ri als
were searched far be yond cen tral Lesser Po land, in Piñczów on 
the Nida (Badenian lithothamnium lime stone, mined and im -
ported to Kraków since the end of the 10th cen tury) and in
Vasyuchyn and Zhuravno in Podolia (Ukraine) where the
Badenian gyp sum al a bas ter was ex ploited since the mid-16th
cen tury (Wardzyñski, 2010; Rajchel et al., 2014). The most
pres ti gious royal and epis co pal foun da tions used fire-gilded
bronze (Czy¿ewski, Walczak, 2015), but wood carv ers were
gen er ally in vited to co op er ate, of fer ing stat ues and or na ments
in  lin den wood, polychromed and gilded with flakes
(Wardzyñski, 2012). The cri sis in this im por tant mat ter was fully
re vealed in the years 1686–88, when the Camaldolese monks
from Pažaislis tried to or der in Dêbnik mag nif i cent fig u ra tively
dec o rated mar ble sar coph agi for the found ing cou ple, the
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Fig. 5. Dêbnik, quarry ‘£om Karmelicki’ aka Dêbnik I; SE part of the de posit with a vis i ble layer
of “dun geon mar ble”, a rock frag ment. Di men sions: c. 40 x 35 x 22 cm. Photo by MW



Grand Chan cel lor of Lith u a nia Krzysztof Zygmunt Pac (d. 1684) 
and Clara Isabella de Mailly (d. 1685). Pre sent ing their own of -
fers, Micha³ Poman, Jakub Bielawski and Jacek Zielaski (?)
sug gested dur ing a long dis cus sion the pur chase of the above-
 men tioned types of rocks and even an un de ter mined type of
“red mar ble” in Chêciny. Due to the fail ure of such trans ac tions,
these ne go ti a tions ended in fi asco and the sar coph agi were not
built - the only traces of them are draw ing de signs and the dis -
cussed cor re spon dence (Rolska-Boruch, 2008; Wardzyñski,
2014).

A break through in the im passe in the sup ply of whit ish spe -
cies of dec o ra tive rocks on the mar ket in Kraków and in cen tral
Lesser Po land came only af ter 1689 when the ex trac tion of
light-beige, Up per Ju ras sic sponge lime stone, the so-called
“blessed Salomea’s mar ble” in a small crow bar in the east ern
wall of the Pr¹dnik Val ley, be low the Poor Claires’ her mit age in

Grodzisko near vil lage of Ska³a (Holcer and Krajewski, 2001a;
Holcer and Krajewski, 2001b; Rajchel, 2005; Bromowicz,
Figarska-Warcho³, 2016; Kurzej, 2018; Wardzyñski, 2024).

This de fi ciency turned out to be the great est weak ness of
the Dêbnik cen tre un til the end of its ac tiv ity in the early mod ern
era. The range of ma te ri als was en riched around 1700 by the
Ju ras sic, creamy ammonite lime stone from Bia³a Góra, lo cated
be tween Dêbnik and Paczó³towice, used mainly in floor slabs,
most of ten as a re place ment for “dun geon mar ble”. In the same
pe riod, near Tenczyn, in the vil lages of Regulice and Zalas,
small de pos its of light and yel low ish lime stone were dis cov ered
(Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatarkiewicz, 1966; Gradziñski, 1972;
Rajchel, 2005), which lo cal mas ters Jacek Zielaski and Poman
used to a nar row ex tent in a set of floors uni ver sity col le giate
church of St. Anna in Kraków (Kurzej, 2008; Wardzyñski,
2015a) and in the nearby par ish church in Bolechowice.
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Fig. 6. Map of the for mer Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth in the 17th-18th cen tu ries 
with the lo ca tion marked in Figure 2 (geo log i cal map of the Dêbnik anticline)

red circle – in ven to ried sites of dis sem i na tion of the “dun geon mar ble”, blue circle –
sites ob tained from ar chi val re search. Pre pared by JR and MW, 2019-2024



The lack of ap pro pri ate field in ven tory re search, con trib uted 
to the poor knowl edge about Dêbnik “dun geon mar ble”. Such
anal y sis were car ried out ac cord ing to the prin ci ples of a new
re search method – his tor i cal and ma te ri als sci ence – re lated to
the meth od ol ogy of an cient mar ble stud ies (Fant, 1988) and
archaeometry/ archaeopetrography/ petroarchaeology (Prinke
and Skoczylas, 1980; Skoczylas and Prinke, 1981; Skoczylas
and Prinke, 1987; Chachlikowski, 1994; Skoczylas 1998;
Gediga, 2008; Skoczylas and Gunia, 2016). There was also no
com par i son of the iden ti fied mon u ments with his tor i cal sources, 
pri mar ily with the eco nomic acts of the Carmelite ‘desertum’ in
Czerna re lat ing to the cen tre in Dêbnik (Wardzyñski, 2015a).
The ac count book of the con vent from the years 1646–1740 al -
lows us to rel a tively pre cisely track the ‘olbora’ fees – a turn over 
tax of ap prox i mately 10% on the ex trac tion of mar ble blocks
and slabs. It was paid by in di vid ual stonemasons from Dêbnik
it self and their Kraków con trac tors – sculp tors and build ers, in -
clud ing: Ital ians Sebastiano Sala and Bartholomeo Ronchi
(both died in 1652), later Francesco Mucini and the un known
Gimary (Gennaio or Jan u ary?), the Dane Mar tin Chris tian Pe -
ter son from Co pen ha gen (re corded 1649-65), and the lo cal
Wojciech and Adam (died 1683) Gabrysiks / Gabrysiowicz aka
Negowicz, as well as Marcin (died af ter 1689) and Jakub (died
1715) Bielawski. A sup ple ment for the years 1691–1711 is the
de tailed col lec tion book of the “mar ble olbora” from Dêbnik,
used by re search ers (MW), which pre cisely re cords the con -
tem po rary work of two com pet ing stu dios: Poman and both
Bielawskis (Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatarkiewicz, 1966; Graczyk
and Marszalska, 2014; Wardzyñski, 2015b; Skrabski, 2016).

The ear li est, gen eral men tion of the ex trac tion of “dun geon
mar ble” in Dêbnik dates back to 16312. Be tween 1633 and
1648, such lime stone, next to the “black mar ble” from Dêbnik,
was ob tained for floors by a stone mason named Maciej, con -
stantly em ployed in var i ous works in the Camaldolese church
and her mit age of the Srebrna Góra, in clud ing the dec o ra tions
of the side cha pels of St. Ladislaus and St. Romualdus,
founded by King Ladislaus IV Vasa and the mo nas tic au thor i -
ties3. In the years 1646–52, the first fi nan cial state ment re -
corded only gen eral amounts for the ex trac tion of Dêbnik mar -
bles. For the first time, the en try “pro Marmore et alio lapide or a
M[a]gn[ific]o D[omi]no Pisarzowski” ap pears un der the monthly
date of No vem ber 16524. This in for ma tion ex actly cor re sponds
to the or der ad dressed to Negowicz and Wojciech Zielaski for
the placed orig i nally, in the mar ble floor, there was a bas-re lief,
en graved tomb stone of Jan Pisarzowski of Pisarzowice, who
died in the same year, royal sec re tary and land judge in the
Duch ies of Zator and Oœwiêcim, placed in the wooden par ish
church in G³êbowice near Oœwiêcim. Un for tu nately, the orig i nal
floor in this tem ple was re placed af ter a new brick pres by tery
was built in 1931. At the same time, it can not be ruled out that
this “white stone” from Dêbnik could also have been in tended
for the brick manor house of the Pisarzowski fam ily, ex panded
in 1646, which has been in com plete ruin since the fire in 1889
(KzsP, 1953). From later re cords, in clud ing: from the years
1664-85, which gen er ally men tion the pur chase of floors by Pe -
ter son or Bielawski, there is no men tion of the use of “dun geon

mar ble”5. Un der the year 1679 there are no ref er ences to the
ep i taph of Teresa Eidner in Tarnowskie Góry (Tarnowitz in Up -
per Silesia) dis cussed be low.

In the most care fully kept book of the “mar ble olbora” from
1691–1711, the num ber of en tries re lat ing to the con struc tion of 
the “white mar ble” floor from Dêbnik in creased (July 1682, Feb -
ru ary 1698, Oc to ber 9, 15 and 30, 1698, July 13, 3 and 8 Sep -
tem ber 1703, April 1, 1708 to the Holy Sepulchry Or der ab bey in 
Miechów and to the Camaldolese monks in Bielany near
Kraków, May 1700 to the par ish church in Lublin; Jan u ary 30
and 31 and Feb ru ary 17, 1706 to the Paulines from the fa mous
pil grim age cen ter of Jasna Góra, March 4, May 21 and 24,
1696, re spec tively6; par ish church in Stary Szaniec near Busko, 
Au gust 6 and De cem ber 4, 1696, Jan u ary 1697– Sep tem ber
1699, Au gust 1703 to St. Mary’s Church in Kraków, and Sep -
tem ber 1708 again for the Holy Sep ul chers in Miechów)7. How -
ever, it should be re mem bered that only a small part of them
and all sculp tural el e ments, e.g. paid for in Oc to ber 1701 by
Poman for the mon as tery of the Con gre ga tion of the Mis sion in
Stradom, “white heads of a corpse” and “two 8-inch white mar -
ble an gels” (i.e. 20.3 cm), was carved from whit ish lime stone
from Grodzisko near Ska³a, suit able for such pur poses. The dis -
ap pear ance of the ex trac tion of “dun geon mar ble” in Dêbnik af -
ter 1700 is also proven by read ing the ac count book kept in the
years 1694–1703 for the con struc tion of the new uni ver sity col -
le giate church of St. Anne in Kraków. It re cords nu mer ous de liv -
er ies of “white mar ble” floor tiles, paid for, among oth ers, by:
res i dents of Dêbnik, mainly Jacek Zielaski, con cerned only
lime stone from Bia³a Góra quarry. The main ben e fi cia ries of the
or ders of Rev. Canon Sebastian Piskorski, how ever, were then
Kraków stonemasons, who ob tained the ma te rial mainly from
the crow bar un der the her mit age in Grodzisko (Kurzej, 2008;
Wardzyñski, 2024)8. We are deal ing with a sim i lar sit u a tion in
the ‘fac tory’ of church of The Or der of the Vis i ta tion in Biskupie
sub urb in Kraków, which was run at the same time, where in the
years 1694–96 Poman de liv ered a three-col oured floor with
“white mar ble”, lay ing it in the nave – but it was al ready “mar ble
of blessed Salomea.” Jan Liszkowicz, a Kraków stone mason
em ployed there at the same time, also pre pared some of the
bal us ters of the com mu nion bal us trade from this ma te rial in
1694 (W³odarek, 2010).

STONEMASONRY WORKS FROM “DUNGEON
MARBLE” IN THE FORMER POLISH-LITHUANIAN

COMMONWEALTH

The search for stone works from Dêbnik and Kraków us ing
“dun geon mar ble” is dif fi cult to day, mainly due to the phe nom e -
non of mass re place ment or far-reach ing trans for ma tions of
floor ar eas in his toric in te ri ors, which has been gain ing mo men -
tum since 1989 and 2004. This is due to the fault of in ves tors
and con trac tors and the in suf fi cient knowl edge of the mon u -
ment pro tec tion ser vices and con ser va tion com pa nies on this
sub ject. The only cri te rion for as sess ing the use ful ness of a
given his toric floor is its gen eral con di tion of pres er va tion, which 
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2 Ibidem, p. 15.

3 Kraków, Jagiellonian Li brary, Manu script De part ment, Camaldolese Ar chives in Bielany, folder Church, p. un num bered (a con tract for the
sup ply of black and white floor ing in the years 1633–43 for over 770 flo rins).
4 Kraków-Pr¹dnik Bia³y, Ar chive of the Kraków Prov ince of the Or der of Discalced Carmelites, sign. AKC 322, Accepta pieniêdzy z ró¿nych
prowentów, folwarków naszych w roku 1646, 1646–1740, fol. 21 verso.
5 Ibi dem, fol. 51 recto.
6 Kraków-Pr¹dnik Bia³y, Ar chive of the Kraków Prov ince of the Or der of Discalced Carmelites, sign. AKC 82, Connotationes mensurarum
marmoris /vulgo olborae/ extraditi a magistris in Dembnik, arendariis montium, seu fodinarum marmorearum inchoatae anno a partu Virginis 
1691 mense Junio, 1691–1711, fol. 2 verso, 18 recto, 18 verso, 21 recto, 24 verso, 29 verso, 37 recto.
7 Ibi dem, fol. 68 recto, 69 recto, 69 verso, 70 recto-75 verso, 78 recto, 79 verso.
8 Kraków, Jagiellonian Uni ver sity Ar chives, sign. rkps 318/4087, Fabryka kolegiaty œw. Anny, In nomi[n]e D[omi]ni amen. Rationes
perceptorum et expensorum pro fabricae ecclesiae S Annae Crac. anno Dni 1692 d. 1 decembris, 1692–1754, pas sim.



in the case of frag ile “dun geon mar ble” usu ally ends with the de -
ci sion to re move the orig i nal tiles, later re placed by a poorly se -
lected, most of ten for eign – to day gen er ally Chi nese, Turk ish,
Ira nian or Latin Amer i can – va ri et ies of dec o ra tive stone. It is
worth add ing that such works are be yond the in ter est of art his -
to ri ans and are not in cluded in the Cat a logue of Art Mon u ments
in Po land. The only source that gives par tial in sight into mon u -
ments of this type are cards of ar chi tec tural mon u ments or mov -
able mon u ments in the col lec tions of the Na tional Her i tage In sti -
tute in War saw and in the Pro vin cial Of fices for the Pro tec tion of 
Mon u ments and their re gional del e ga tions.

Among the two- or three-col oured floors from the 17th and
early 18th cen tu ries, in which the dis cussed spe cies of whit ish
lime stone from Dêbnik was used, the floor lin ing the in te rior of
the Discalced Carmelites ‘desertum’ church in nearby Czerna
de serves spe cial at ten tion. There are no pre cise ar chi val
sources re gard ing its cre ation, how ever, it can be as sumed that
it took place ei ther al ready in the 1640s or at the lat est dur ing
the in ten si fi ca tion of work on the com ple tion of the black mar ble
dec o ra tion of the tem ple in Dêbnik in the 4th quar ter of the 17th
cen tury, as part of the work car ried out in par al lel by the work -
shops of Poman and Jakub Bielawski. Sub ject to on go ing re -
pairs from the mid-17th cen tury to the be gin ning of the 21st cen -
tury, it has re tained the orig i nal lay out of the opus alexandrinum
and is an iso lated ex am ple of the use of square slabs of rel a -
tively large di men sions (Figs. 7–9). In the mo nas tic choir lo -
cated be hind the pres by tery, there was a small aedi cule al tar of
The Holy Cross, con se crated in 1657. A cen tral niche with an
illusionistic “per spec tive” in the main field, re pro duc ing an ar chi -
tec tural in te rior with a highly stacked two-col our floor with an
iden ti cal com po si tion. Poman prob a bly used this type of white

stone in the 1680s or 1690s when he placed care fully rolled
balls in the can opy of the tempietto-throne for the Most Holy
Sac ra ment above the ta ber na cle of the high al tar (Wanat, 1979, 
1992). In turn, Adam Gabrysiowicz’s work shop, be fore 1681,
dec o rated the black and white floor of the pres by tery of the
wooden par ish church in Paczó³towice, to which Dêbnik it self
be longed, thanks to a pri vate do na tion of this mas ter stone -
mason. In 1814 and 1820, the sac risty and nave were cov ered
with “mar bles”, re spec tively – but here the “dun geon mar ble” re -
placed the lime stone from Bia³a Góra quarry (Ma³kowska-
 Holcer, 1998).

In the cap i tal city of Kraków, the main works of Dêbnik sta -
tions were con cen trated in the most im por tant tem ples: Ca the -
dral on the Wawel Hill, St. Mary’s Ba sil ica and the main mo nas -
tic churches. These mon u ments have not yet been iden ti fied in
his tor i cal and petrographic terms. In the ca the dral, two-col -
oured floors with small square tiles of “dun geon mar ble”, in -
serted as key stones of large oc tag o nal slabs of Dêbnik lime -
stone, dec o rate the steps sur round ing the can opy rel i quary al -
tar of St. Stanislaus at the in ter sec tion of the naves (1624–29,
de signed by Giovanni Battista Trevano the el der or Matteo
Castello, ex e cuted by Bartholomeo Stoppano with his stu dio,
at trib uted) and the floors and steps of the mensas in the side
cha pels: St. James’ / Bishop Jakub Zadzik (1645–47, ex e cuted
prob a bly by Mar tin Chris tian Pe ter son) and St. Mary’s / King
Ste ven I. Bathory (1649, per formed by Stoppano with work -
shop) (Ro¿ek, 1980; Przybyszewski, 2012). In the royal
sacellum of the Vasa fam ily / As sump tion of the Blessed Vir gin
Mary (1665–67, per formed by Marcin Bielawski from Kraków
with the par tic i pa tion of Adam Negowicz’s stu dio; Ro¿ek, 1980;
Czy¿ewski, 2016; Chromy-Roœciszewska, 2016) used the tra di -
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Fig. 7. Czerna, church of the Discalced Carmelites, nave, floor, af ter 1640–be fore 1690, tile
made of “dun geon mar ble”, an ex am ple of a green ish dis col or ation. Di men sions: 42 x 42 cm
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Fig. 8. Czerna, church of the Discalced Carmelites, nave, floor, “dun geon mar ble” tile from
Dêbnik, ex am ple of yel low dis col or ation. Di men sions: 42 x 42 cm

Fig. 9. Czerna, church of the Discalced Carmelites, nave, floor, “dun geon mar ble” tile from
Dêbnik, ex am ple of or ange dis col or ation. Di men sions: 42 x 42 cm



tional theme of opus alexandrinum. The “dun geon mar ble” tiles
on the step of the side al tar of St. James in the Zadzik’s cha pel
(tones of or ange) and in the floor of the Vasa mau so leum
(green ish-grey with abun dant vein ing) were par tic u larly care -
fully se lected (Figs. 10 and 11). Af ter 1747, while car ry ing out a
com pre hen sive re place ment of the floors of the royal tem ple,
stone mason Tomasz Górecki from Dêbnik used small “dun -
geon mar ble” tiles in the com po si tion of the floor in the pres by -
tery area. Work on the main nave was com pleted only in the
years 1778–80 (Przybyszewski, 2012; Wardzyñski, 2024).

A small frag ment of the orig i nal 17th-cen tury floor of the first
type was prob a bly moved af ter the mem o ra ble fire of the con -
vent in 1850 from the church or the un iden ti fied in te rior of the

Do min i can mon as tery to the east ern part of the south ern wing
of the clois ter (Fig. 12). The tiles are dom i nated by the most
dec o ra tive yel low, or ange and red dish tones there. Tiles of this
ma te rial were also used to cover some of the pre served orig i nal
floors from the 17th and early 18th cen tu ries in the arms of the
tran sept of the Je suit tem ple of Saints Pe ter and Paul. The
green ish-col oured tiles were placed in 1647 on the step pre ced -
ing one of the “black Dêbnik mar ble” al tar in the fa mous pil grim -
age church of the Carmelites in Piasek sub urb (Rajchel, 2005).
The two-col oured floor in the tem ple of Discalced Carmelite
Nuns, ded i cated to Saint Mar tin, came from a sim i lar time. In
1787, due to the dis so lu tion of the lat ter con vent, this floor,
com posed of square and rhom boid tiles of “black” and “dun -
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Fig. 10. Kraków-Wawel Hill, ca the dral, side cha pel of St. James the Apostel / Bishop Jakub
Zadzik, al tar step, floor, 1645–47, tiles made of “dun geon mar ble” from Dêbnik, Dêbnik

lime stone and vein cal cite Ró¿anka Paczó³towicka. Di men sions: 25 x 25 cm

Fig. 11. Kraków-Wawel Hill, ca the dral, side cha pel of the As sump tion of the Blessed Vir gin
Mary / Vasa dy nasty, floor, 1665–67, tiles made of “dun geon mar ble” from Dêbnik and Dêbnik
lime stone, ex e cuted by Marcin Bielawski from Kraków and Adam Gabrysik / Gabrysiowicz aka

Negowicz from Dêbnik (at trib uted). Di men sions: 25 x 25 cm
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Fig. 12. Kraków, Do min i can mon as tery, south ern arm of the clois ter, floor, 17th cen tury,
“dun geon mar ble” tiles from Dêbnik. Di men sions: 16 x 16 cm

Fig. 13. Kraków, Discalced Carmelites Nuns’ church of St. Mar tin, “pointed” floor (to day in
par ish church in Krzy¿anowice Dolne near Piñczów on the Nida), c. 1647, “dun geon mar ble”

tiles from Dêbnik. Di men sions: 28 x 28 cm and 26 x 16 cm



geon” mar bles, was pur chased for the newly built ab bey church
of the Premonstratensian Nuns (cur rently the par ish church) in
Krzy¿anowice Dolne near Busko, sit u ated in cen tral part of
Lesser Po land (M¹czyñski, 2011; Fig. 13). The source in for ma -
tion dis cussed ear lier about the pur chase and in stal la tion of
floors and ar chi tec tural el e ments of fur nish ing made of “dun -
geon mar ble” can be suc cess fully ap plied to the pre served
mon u ments in St. Mary’s Ba sil ica. Poman’s bills from Dêbnik
from 1706 for the “white floor” most likely re fer to el e ments of
the floors in the side cha pels of St. Val en tine (unique cir cu lar
key stones) and the Trans fig u ra tion of the Lord (rhom boid parts
of the per spec tive floor – “pointed”; Ro¿ek, 1977). Most likely,
the floor in the cor ri dor be tween the sac ris ties at the Fran cis can
church also co mes from the be gin ning of the 18th cen tury.

Out side Kraków, anal o gous his toric cov er ings of us able
sur faces have so far been iden ti fied in the col le gial church in
Zamoœæ (af ter 1635; Kowalczyk, 1968), the ab bey church and
clois ter of the Ben edic tine ab bey in Tyniec (1740s–1760s) and
in the tem ples of the Bernardine nuns in Chêciny near Kielce
(4th quar ter of the 17th cen tury) and in the Discalced
Carmelites in War saw (c. 1700) as well as Discalced Carmelite
Nuns of St. Im mac u late Con cep tion Vir gin Mary in Lublin (early
18th cen tury; Fig. 14).

Sim i lar ven tures in at least three Pol ish her mit ages of the
Camaldolese Or der de serve spe cial at ten tion. Af ter the old est
mon as tery of Srebrna Góra in Bielany near Kraków, founded by 
Miko³aj Wolski, the Grand Mar shal of the Pol ish Crown, where
the “dun geon mar ble” in a large sup ply of floor slabs was al -
ready de liv ered to the first pair of side cha pels in 1633, and later 
dec o rated the en tire nave. An or der for such ma te rial it self was
soon sent by monks from the Golden For est her mit age in
Rytwiany near Staszów, cen tral Lesser Po land, founded by the
mag nate Opaliñski fam ily. In the pre-1637 floor in the nave of
the lo cal church, squares of “dun geon mar ble” are com ple -
mented by al ter nat ing oc tag o nal slabs of lime stones from
Bolechowice near Chêciny and from Dêbnik (Wardzyñski,
2021; Fig. 15). A unique fea ture in the en tire Pol ish-Lith u a nian
Com mon wealth is the mar ble and stone set ting of the façade
and in te rior de sign of the church and the most im por tant rooms
of the mon u men tal her mit age in Pažaislis near Kaunas, in the
for mer Grand Duchy of Lith u a nia. On Feb ru ary 3, 1667, un der a 
spe cial agree ment be tween the founder Krzysztof Zygmunt
Pac, the Grand Chan cel lor of Lith u a nia, and Adam Gabrysik
aka Negowicz, a new “black mar ble” quarry was opened in
Dêbnik for the ex clu sive needs of this co los sal in vest ment
(Graczyk and Marszalska, 2014; Wardzyñski, 2014; Skrabski,
2016). Start ing in the 1680s, large river trans ports of pre fab ri -
cated floor slabs ac cord ing to Pietro Puttini’s de signs for the
six-sided nave and the pres by tery, four side cha pels and the
porch of the Her mit age tem ple be gan to reach the Neman. Ini -
tially, the broth ers Adam and Wojciech Negowicz were re spon -
si ble for their im ple men ta tion, and later sub se quent ad min is tra -
tors of the cen ter in Dêbnik: Stefan Bystrzycki and Poman and
Jacek Zielaski (Kairi±kštytÅ-Jacinien, 2001; Paknys, 2013). In
all these in te ri ors, floors with sights have been pre served, as
well as the most valu able ones – per spec tive ones, com posed
here in a three-col our ar range ment of rhom boid (“pointed”) tiles
made of “black mar ble” from Dêbnik, “Ró¿anka” from
Paczó³towicka and “dun geon mar ble” (Fig. 16)9. The lat ter, due

to the fra gil ity of the ma te rial it self re ported in the ar chives and
the care less ness of the “stones” them selves – to day their state
of pres er va tion can be de scribed as def i nitely poor. At the end
of the 17th and in 18th cen tu ries, at tempts were made to grad u -
ally re place them with more du ra ble “mar ble of the blessed
Salomea” and even or di nary sand stone, taken mainly from the
Bal tic is land of Gotland and from Szyd³owiec in Lesser Po land.
The lat ter ma te rial was pur chased from a royal ar chi tect from
War saw who was re lated to and col lab o rated with Puttini – the
Valsoldian Giuseppe Simone Bellotti (Wardzyñski, 2014;
Wardzyñski, 2015a).

One of the au thors (MW) re cently iden ti fied five ex am ples of 
the use of the dis cussed ma te rial in sculp tural and stat u ary cre -
ations. Two busts are unique stereometric works. The first is a
tomb stone por trait of the Micha³ Bart³omiej Tar³o (d. 1715),
Bishop of Poznañ and the pro vin cial of the Pol ish-Lith u a nian
Con gre ga tion of the Mis sion ar ies of St. Vin cent de Paul, which
is placed in the cen tral oval niche of the over hang ing mon u ment 
ded i cated to him in the War saw par ish church of The Holy
Cross (Fig. 17). It was made to gether with the en tire tomb stone
in 1716 in Dêbnik, with the par tic i pa tion of the stone mason
Tomasz Górecki. How ever, the bust it self in di cates the au thor -
ship of an other lo cal stone mason who oc ca sion ally dab bled in
fig u ra tive sculp ture, Stanis³aw Bielawski (d. 1721), the son and
grand son of the pre vi ously men tioned Jakub and Marcin
(Wardzyñski, 2011; Wardzyñski, 2021). Most likely, a small
bust of St. Fran cis was cre ated around this time in the same ar -
tis tic cir cle. It was used to dec o rate the cartouche at the top of
the “black mar ble” por tal carved in Dêbnik, lead ing from the
south ern arm of the church tran sept to the old sac risty of the
Fran cis can con vent in Kraków (KzsP, 1971; Fig. 18). In both
works, the char ac ter is tic or ange and red dish dis col or ations of
this un usual rock are clearly vis i ble on the pol ished sur face of
the gar ments. They are also char ac ter ized by over all shape de -
vel op ment and re duc tion of de tails, which can be ex plained by
the dif fi culty of pro cess ing caused by the high rough ness of the
dolomitized ma te rial.

A lit tle later, in 1741, a bas-re lief de pict ing the Pen ance of
St. Mary Mag da lene may have been cre ated, placed in the cen -
tral field of an other “black mar ble” side al tar of Dêbnik prov e -
nance. It was then moved to the choir of the Pau line pil grim age
church in Jasna Góra from the cha pel of the St. Mary’s Mi rac u -
lous Im age (Rozanow and Smulikowska, 2009; Fig. 19). The
re lief was un veiled af ter sev eral dozen years only in 2011, dur -
ing com pre hen sive con ser va tion works in this tem ple. The
stage was carved from a heavily dolomitized slab of dark beige
“dun geon mar ble”, strongly cracked and with lo cal darker dis -
col or ations, while at the same time giv ing the im pres sion of be -
ing semi-trans par ent and re tain ing a long-last ing, deep pol ish
on the sur face. The spe cific vi sual fea tures of this rock have nu -
mer ous anal o gies with smaller floor slabs in churches in
Czerna, Kraków and Tyniec. The above-men tioned hard ness
and flak i ness of this lime stone con trib uted to the sim pli fi ca tion
of the re lief forms, which is char ac ter ized by a cer tain na ivety of
the com po si tion ar range ment. The lat ter fea ture may re sult to a
sim i lar ex tent from the short com ings of the art ist’s tal ent, in -
spired by an un iden ti fied en grav ing. At that time, in Dêbnik and
Kraków there was a lack of qual i fied art ists work ing with mar ble
and lime stone.
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9 Wroc³aw, Ossoliñski Na tional In sti tute, Manu scripts De part ment, sign. ZNOs rkps 1901/I, Korespondencja, ugody, plany i rachunki
prowadzone za poœrednictwem oo. kamedu³ów na Bielanach przy Krakowie wzglêdem dostarczenia marmurników dêbnickich i siedleckich
do budowy koœcio³a kamedu³ów na eremie Montis Pacis na Po¿ajœciu (przy Kownie) w Litwie, fundowanego r. 1664 przez Krzysztofa Paca,
kanclerza w. litewskiego, a dokoñczonego przez synowca jego, Kazimierza Micha³a Paca, w r. 1706, 1675–1709, doc u ments no. 15, 19, 20.



In ad di tion to the few ex am ples of the ar tis tic use of “dun -
geon mar ble” in the ar chi tec ture and stonemasonry dec o ra tion
of the for mer Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth, two ex cep tions 
con firm ing this rule were iden ti fied. The first is the early Ba -
roque-Mannerist sac risty por tal in the pres by tery of the Ben -
edic tine ab bey church in Tyniec near Kraków. In the frieze of
this por tal there are sym bols of the pa tron saints: Pe ter and
Paul, carved by sculp tor – two crossed books and swords (the
lat ter not pre served, a neg a tive vis i ble at the place of in stal la -
tion). The pre served icono graphic re cords from be fore the re -
duc tion of the frame of this en trance in the years 1942–1944 al -
low us to as so ci ate its cre ation with the per son of the Dêbnik
mas ter and ad min is tra tor of the quar ries, Adam Gabrysik,
Gabrysiowicz aka Negowicz, who worked there from the late
1640s un til 1683. 

In turn, in the for mer par ish church in Tarnowskie Góry
(Tarnowitz) near Bytom (Beuthen) in Up per Silesia, a “black
mar ble”, sus pended and recomposed ep i taph of the
townswoman Teresa Eidner (d. 1679), made in Dêbnik or
Kraków, has been pre served. The main field of this mon u ment
in the shape of a late Mannerist aedi cule is flanked by styl ized
col umns. Their bases and cap i tals are cut in Ruthenian al a bas -
ter, as well as shafts carved in “dun geon mar ble” (KzsP, 1968;
Fig. 20). The very char ac ter is tic forms of the ferruled and rolled
lugs and the top framed with herm pi las ters in di cate in spi ra tion
from the work of the lead ing sculp tor from Kraków at the time –
Mar tin Chris tian Pe ter son (Wardzyñski, 2015a; Wardzyñski
2022). In Tyniec and Tarnowskie Góry, care fully se lected lumps 
of “dun geon lime stone”, de void of ma jor brec cias and veins and 
uni formly col oured, were used to carve the de tails dis cussed.
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Fig. 14. Lublin, Lesser Po land, church of the Discalced Carmelites Nuns of Im mac u late
Con cep tion of the Blessed Vir gin Mary, porch, frag ment of per spec tive floor, af ter 1700,

“dun geon mar ble” from Dêbnik. Di men sions: 28 x 18 cm

Fig. 15. Rytwiany by Staszów, Lesser Po land, church of the Camaldolese her mit age, nave,
floor, tiles made of “dun geon mar ble” from Dêbnik, Dêbnik and Bolechowice lime stones,

be fore 1637. Di men sions: 14 x 14 cm. Photo by MW, 2021
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Fig. 16. Pažaislis near Kaunas, for mer Grand Duchy of Lith u a -
nia, church of the Camaldolese her mit age, side cha pel of St.
Chris to pher, “pointed” floor, tiles made of “dun geon mar ble”
from Dêbnik, Dêbnik lime stone and vein cal cite Ró¿anka
Paczó³towicka, around 1686, ex e cuted by Stefan Bystrzycki or
Micha³ Poman with their stu dios from Dêbnik. Di men sions: c.
28 x 28 cm. Photo by MW, 2013

Fig. 17. War saw, Mazovia, par ish church of the Mis sion ar ies of
the Holy Cross, tomb stone of Micha³ Bart³omiej Tar³o (d. 1715),
bishop of Poznañ and Pol ish pro vin cial of the Con gre ga tion of
Mis sions, por trait bust, 1716, ex e cuted by Tomasz Górecki and
Stanis³aw Bielawski from Dêbnik (at trib uted)

Fig. 18. Kraków, Fran cis can mon as tery, south ern porch of the 
church, side por tal, bust of St. Fran cis, around 1715, made by 

Stanis³aw Bielawski from Dêbnik (at trib uted)

Fig. 19. Jasna Góra, Lesser Po land, pil grim age Paulines
church, side al tar of St. Zita of Lucca, cen tral bas-re lief with a
de pic tion of St. Mary Mag da lene, 1741, made by an un known
work shop from Dêbnik or Kraków



CLOSING REMARKS

“Dun geon mar ble” has been the least known stonemasonry
raw ma te rial so far, and has only oc ca sion ally ap peared as a
sculp tural ma te rial through out the mod ern his tory of the min ing
and stonemasonry cen tre in Dêbnik. De spite its beau ti ful
colours and di verse struc ture, it did not gain the rec og ni tion it

de served from lo cal work shops and the wider cli en tele. One of
the rea sons was ini tially dif fi cult ac cess to the de posit made
avail able for un der ground ex ploi ta tion and, above all, un sat is -
fac tory tech ni cal prop er ties. The ma jor ity of works car ried out
with his very mod est quan ti ta tive share took place in the 1620s
and 1740s. They were re lated to the ac tiv i ties of Bartholomeo
Stoppano, as well as Adam Gabrysik aka Negowicz, Stefan
Bystrzycki and Micha³ Poman, who all col lab o rated in the 4th
quar ter of the 17th cen tury with a tal ented stone mason-in ci sor
(cre ator/maker of re liefs and in scrip tions) and stat u ary sculp tor
Jacek Zielaski. It is worth not ing that Jakub Bielawski set tled the 
col lec tion of blocks of “white mar ble” with the Carmelite trea -
surer in Czerna at the turn of the 17th and 18th cen tu ries ex clu -
sively for the pro duc tion of floor tiles. They were or dered for only 
a few of the most im por tant tem ples in Kraków, with St. Mary’s
Ba sil ica at the fore front, and in sev eral oth ers churches in cen -
tral Lesser Po land. How ever, care ful ob ser va tion of the his toric
stone floors pre served there re veals the pres ence of Bia³a Góra 
lime stone or “mar ble of blessed Salomea” from Grodzisko near
Ska³a. These two spe cies of Ju ras sic lime stone re placed the
pre vi ously mined brit tle and splint ered “dun geon mar ble” in the
stone work of Dêbnik-Kraków in the 4th quar ter of the 17th, and
in the 18th and 19th cen tu ries.

Ad min is tra tive, fi nan cial and geo graph ical con di tions meant 
that the main ben e fi cia ries of or ders for “dun geon mar ble” floors 
were the au thor i ties of two or ders closely re lated to Dêbnik – the 
Camaldolese monks and the Discalced Carmelites. In ven tory
re search re vealed pur chases of such ma te rial for three her mit -
ages (Bielany near Kraków, Rytwiany and Po¿ajœcie) and at
least four Carmelites mon as ter ies (Czerna, Kraków, War saw
and Lublin, per haps also Wiœnicz Nowy). This cat a logue is cer -
tainly far from com plete.

It is a “mar ble of blessed Salomea” from the Pr¹dnik Val ley
from the end of the 17th cen tury achieved the pres ti gious sta tus 
of the main me dium in fig u ra tive sculp ture in Kraków and
Lesser Po land. It be came, among oth ers, for fa mous sculp tors:
Wojciech Rojowski, Le o nardo Galli and Ferdinand Kuhn, a lo cal 
sur ro gate for marmo bi anco statuario from Ital ian Car ra ra, and
re mained in cur rent use at least un til the end of the first quar ter
of the 19th cen tury (Weber, 1948; Tatarkiewicz, 1953; Tatar -
kiewicz, 1958; Tatarkiewicz, 1966; Kula, 1956; Holcer and
Krajewski, 2001; Bromowicz and Figarska-Warcho³, 2016;
Wardzyñski, 2024). To day, the some what for got ten Dêbnik
“dun geon mar ble” is rather a geo log i cal cu ri os ity, but the his tory 
of its ex ca va tion and ar tis tic use de serves sci en tific re minder.
With re gard to the ac tiv i ties of mon u ment pro tec tion ser vices
and re pair work on his toric floors, it is also worth men tion ing that 
this de posit is still avail able in the £om Karmelicki, aka Dêbnik I
quarry site, in case of ur gent con ser va tion needs.
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