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Table 1 

BROWN COAL – resources in Poland as of 31.XII.2025 

[million tonnes] 

 

number 

of 

deposits 

Geological resources 

Economic 

resources 

anticipated economic 

anticipated 

sub-

economic 
Total 

categories of resources exploration 

A+B C1 C2 D 

TOTAL RESOURCES 90 22,941.72 2,001.56 3,489.60 12,645.43 4,805.14 3,496.77 679.55 

including – resources of exploited deposits 

Deposits of operating mines 5 841.10 743.80 87.04 10.27 - 18.47 679.55 

including – resources of non-exploited deposits 

Total 73 22,063.55 1,241.00 3,386.80 12,630.62 4,805.14 3,448.07 - 

1. Deposits covered by detailed exploration 34 5,821.03 1,241.00 3,386.80 1,193.23 - 873.09 - 

2. Deposits covered by preliminary exploration 39 16,242.52 - - 11,437.39 4,805.14 2,574.98 - 

including – resources of abandoned deposits 

Abandoned deposits 12 37.07 16.77 15.76 4.54 - 30.23 - 

Explanations of terms used in the table: 

Definitions of resources (According to: the Regulation of the Minister of the Environment of the 1st of July 2015 on a geological documentation of a mineral deposit, 

excluding a hydrocarbon field (Journal of Laws 2015, Item 987); the Regulation of the Minister of the Environment of the 24th of April 2012 on detailed requirements for 
deposit development plans (Journal of Laws 2012, Item 511)): 

Geological resources (in place) – total mineral resources within a deposit boundaries. 

Anticipated economic resources – deposit resources (or part of a deposit) meeting limit values of parameters that define a deposit. 
Anticipated sub-economic resources – deposit resources (or part of a deposit) not meeting limit values of parameters that define a deposit. 

Economic resources (in place) – a part of anticipated economic resources or anticipated sub-economic resources or – in the case of brines, curative and thermal water – 

exploitable resources, within a projected mining area or a separated deposit part designed for development, that can be a subject of technically and economically justified 
exploitation upon meeting the law requirements, including environmental restraints. 

Limit values of parameters that define a deposit – values of deposit parameters delineating a deposit geological boundaries. 

Definitions of categories: 

Solid minerals (According to: the Regulation of the Minister of the Environment of the 1st of July 2015 on the geological documentation of a mineral deposit, excluding a 
hydrocarbon field (Journal of Laws 2015, Item 987)): 

D (preliminary exploration) – mineral deposit boundaries, geological structure and predicted resources are evaluated on a basis of available geological data, in particular 

from isolated excavations or natural outcrops, geological interpretation of geophysical measurements. An admissible error of average deposit parameters and deposit 
resources estimation may exceed 40%. 

C2 (preliminary exploration) – mineral deposit boundaries are evaluated on a basis of available data from isolated excavations, natural outcrops, interpolation or 

extrapolation of geophysical measurements; main structural and geological features and tectonics are recognized; geological-mining conditions of exploitation are 
preliminarily evaluated; quality of a mineral is evaluated on s basis of regular sampling in a full range of mineral usage. An admissible error of average deposit parameters 

and deposit resources estimation cannot exceed 40%. 

C1 (detailed exploration) – mineral deposit boundaries are evaluated on a basis of available data from exploration excavations, natural outcrops or interpolation or 
extrapolation of geophysical measurements; a grade of deposit exploration allows to prepare a deposit development plan, including a detailed delineation of structural and 

geological features, tectonics and quality of a mineral in a deposit, geological-mining conditions of exploitation, and allows to assess an impact of intended exploitation on 

the environment. An admissible error of average deposit parameters and deposit resources estimation cannot exceed 30%. 
B (detailed exploration) – mineral deposit boundaries are delineated in details on a basis of specially carried out exploration excavations or geophysical measurements, a 

delineation of structural and geological features, correlation of strata, main tectonics features has to be unambiguous, a quality and technological properties of a mineral  

should be confirmed by sampling results in pilot-scale tests or commercial scale. A degree of deposit exploration is sufficient enough to elaborate a deposit development 
plan. An admissible error of average deposit parameters and deposit resources estimation cannot exceed 20%. 

A (detailed exploration) – a mineral deposit is explored to the extend which allows current planning and carrying out exploitation with a maximum possible rate of 

resources absorption; a delineation of structural and geological features, tectonics, resources on a basis of the opening-out, preparing and mining excavations, a type, quality 

and technological properties of a mineral on a basis of regular excavations sampling and data from current production is required. A degree of a deposit exploration is 

sufficient enough to elaborate a deposit development plan. An admissible error of average deposit parameters and deposit resources estimation in particular blocks cannot 

exceed 10%. 


